Project: Make a Bookmark

Steve Wells

Introduction

Whenever you read a book you need a bookmark to mark your place when you need to pause to get
another coffee, tea or gin and tonic. You can mark your lace with old bus tickets, £10 notes, letters
from you bank manger and so on... However, it is much better to have something designed for the
purpose. Not only that, it’s another way to distribute your photos amongst your friends and
relatives. Perhaps you are going to give them a book for birthday or Christmas. You could give them
a special bookmark at the same time: it personalises the gift.

| am going to show you how to make bookmarks in Photoshop. | am using that editor because that is
what | am used to. The same principles should apply to other editors.

Getting Started

So, how big is a bookmark? There is, of course, no fixed size but | am going to use 45mm x 180mm
because | have worked out that | can get six bookmarks out of an A4 sheet of printer paper.

Start by creating a new image 45mm wide and
180mm high at 300 ppi. This is a blank bookmark
to which decoration can be added.

Draw a Cutting Line

Before adding any decoration, draw a line one
pixel wide round the whole bookmark. This will
eventually be the line to cut along when you have
printed the bookmarks.

First, make the foreground colour black. Start by

setting the colour of the line by going to the reset
bottom of the column of tools at the left of the

screen. Here you will find two small overlapping

rectangles showing the current foreground and

background colours. Just above is another pair of

even smaller. Click here to reset the foreground to

black and the background to white.
& Reset the Foreground and Background

Now, select the whole image. Finally, go to the
“Edit” menu and choose “Stroke”. This will bring up a box of options.
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In the options box, choose:

e one pixel (1 px)

e black (which is the foreground colour
you set a moment ago)

e “Inside” specifies where the line is to go
in the selection. (You selected the
whole image a moment ago).

Click OK.

Add Decoration

The decoration is purely up to you. | am going
to add a photograph at the top of the
bookmark.

Find an image to use and crop it so that it is
45mm wide (to fit on the bookmark which we
created to be 45mm wide).

When you have cropped the image, select “All”
(CTRL-A) and “copy” (CTRL-C). Then go to the
bookmark image and “paste” (CTRL-V). This will
paste the picture onto the middle of the
bookmark as a new layer.

Select the “Move” Tool and use the mouse to
move the image to the top of the Bookmark

Now use the Text Tool to add text. Look for an
interesting font.

You could complete your decoration by adding
clipart, more photos or more text.
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Create the A4 Sheet
Create a new image 297mm wide, 210mm high
at 300ppi.

(297mm x 210mm is simply the definition of A4.)

Now go back to the bookmark image. Flatten the
layers by using the “Flatten” option in the
“Layer” menu.

Now, select all (CTRL-A) and copy the bookmark
(CTRL-C). Then go back to the A4 sheet image
and paste (CTRL-V) the bookmark.

Landscape A4

This will paste the bookmark image into the
centre of the A4 sheet.

Kayleigh ﬂ

Paste the Bookmark onto the A4 Shee

Paste (CTRL-V) five more copies onto the
Bookmark onto the A4 sheet. Each will appear in
a different layer. Select each in turn and use the
Move tool and mouse to move it to a different
part of the sheet.

Print the Bookmarks

Print the A4 sheet into card. Preferably use
photographic paper with a weight of between
250gsm and 300gsm.

Cut out the individual Bookmarks. Scissors are
fine but a scalpel with a straight edge will give a
cleaner result.

The Final Bookmarks
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