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External Competitions

3 Way Battle

WCPF Inter Club Championships

PAGB Cup – Open

Tom Crowe Challenge

Kingswood Salver

Barrian Cup
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Abbreviations

WCPF – Western Counties Photographic Federation

DPIC – Digitally Projected Image Competition

PAGB – Photographic Alliance of Great Britain
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Image Selection

Starts with a request out to club membership to provide images for selection into the relevant 

external competition(s)

Selection panel of 3 experienced club members review images submitted

▪ The specific competition entry requirements/constraints (outlined later)

▪ Technical quality of the image, 

▪ Composition 

▪ “Impact” (or wow factor)

▪ Against the other images that have been submitted
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Three Way Battle
Digital image competition

◦ Run and hosted between Crossbow, Sodbury & Yate and Thornbury camera clubs

◦ Evolved out of a slide film based battle between the three clubs

◦ Two rolls of 36 image slide film across two camera bodies, each with a single lens only for each club
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Format 25 images from each club (75 images in total)

Constraints Images taken on a specific date in (3rd Sunday in May) and location chosen by the hosting club over a 24 hour period (midnight to midnight)

Images are allowed to be cropped

No cloning in or out of items in an image (dust spots are allowed to be removed)

Adjustments and/or filters to be applied to the image as a whole

Judging Single judge is provided with all images in a randomised order between the three clubs

Judge scores each image out 20 points

Judging takes place at the hosting club on one of their club nights in September.

Last year Thornbury hosted with the location being Clifton Village and surrounding area. For the first time in a very long time, we were pipped to the post for 1st 

place and came 2nd 



WCPF Inter Club Championships
Digital Images Championship 

◦ This has replaced the competition previously known as WCPF DPIC)
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Format 18 Digital Images from each club

Constraints Max 4 images by any one photographer

No image to have been entered in previous WCPF competitions

Photographers are only allowed to have their images submitted by one club

Max 4 “nature” images as defined in the current WCPF competition rules

Judging 3 judges (typically from outside the WCPF) with no prior knowledge of images or which clubs have been entered, i.e. cold judging

Judges initially shown a random round (typically 9th or 10th) to “get their eye in” 

18 rounds, each with 1 image from each club in club alphabetical order

Judges have typically 10-15 seconds to view and score the projected image.

Each judge scores from 1 to 5 points for the image -> range of 3 to 15 total per image

Judges also pick their own favourite and images for various PAGB/WCPF awards (17 in total)

Last year, the judges viewed and scored a total of 846 images (47 club entries) in approx. 2.5/3 hours

Thornbury came joint 20th in the last competition.



WCPF Inter Club Championships
Print Championship 

◦ This was re-introduced by the WCPF in 2023
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Format 15 prints from each club

Constraints Max 4 prints by any one photographer

No image to have been entered in previous WCPF competitions

Photographers are only allowed to have their images submitted by one club

Max 4 “nature” images as defined in the current WCPF competition rules

Judging 3 judges (typically from outside the WCPF) with no prior knowledge of images or which clubs have been entered, i.e. cold judging

15 rounds, each with 1 print from each club in club alphabetical order

Judges have a few seconds to view and score the print.

Each judge scores from 1 to 5 points for the print -> range of 3 to 15 total per print

Judges also pick their own favourite and images for various WCPF awards (15 in total)

Last year, the judges viewed and scored a total of 375 prints (25 club entries)

Due to insufficient numbers of internal print submissions, to date, Thornbury has not taken part.



PAGB Cup - Open

Digital image competition
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Format 12 (min) to 24 (max) images from each club

Constraints Max 4 images by any one photographer

No image to have been entered in previous PAGB competitions

Photographers are only allowed to have their images submitted by one club

Max 4 “nature” images as defined in the current WCPF competition rules

Judging 3 judges with no prior knowledge of images or which clubs have been entered, i.e. cold judging

Number of rounds dependent on the number of clubs and images entered, each with 1 image from each club in club alphabetical order

Judges have a few seconds to view and score the image.

Each judge scores from 1 to 5 points for the print -> range of 3 to 15 total per image

A club’s final score is derived from their 12 highest scoring images

Judges also pick their own favourite and images for various PAGB awards and ribbons (min of 3 – Gold & silver medals, and any number of 

ribbons)

Last year, the judges viewed and scored a minimum of 696 images to a potential max of 1392 images (58 club entries)

Thornbury came 56th in the latest competition, despite improving on the previous competition score (joint 34th out of 66 clubs)



Tom Crowe Challenge
Digital image competition

◦ Run by Thornbury Camera Club
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Format 8 images from each club

Constraints Each image by a different photographer

No image to have been entered in previous a Tom Crowe Challenge

4 open categories, 4 subject categories [Night, Landscape, Portrait, Creative]

Max of 9 external clubs 

Judging Single judge is provided with all images in a total of 8 rounds

Judge scores each image out 20 points

Judge records their comments and observations for each image.

Judge picks and highlights their own particular favourite image(s)

Last year five external clubs took part (48 images) 

Thornbury came 2nd 

Unfortunately we have experience a further drop in participants despite casting a wider net of invitations. Hence it is not taking place in 2024…. Look out 2025



WCPF Kingswood Salver
Print Panel competition

▪ Recent change for this year is the addition of the option of a panel of 3 prints instead of the previous 5 prints in a panel.
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Format 5 or 3 prints from each club

Constraints Each print by a different photographer

No image to have been entered in previous WCPF competitions

Photographers are only allowed to have their images submitted by one club

The prints must be mounted and be displayed as a single panel of prints as defined by the entering club

Judging Single judge (typically from outside the WCPF) who is supplied with the prints prior to the judging session in Nov

Panel from each club in club alphabetical order is judged and commented on in the judging session

Judges also pick their own favourite and images for various WCPF awards (15 in total)

Last year 13 clubs took part in this competition.

To date, Thornbury has not taken part in this competition.

The main point to note is that a panel is more than 3 or 5 great images. There has to be a reason for all of the images being  used and why in a particular order 

reading from left to right.



Barrian Cup
Print competition

◦ Run by Barry Camera Club
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Format 5 prints from each club

Constraints Each print by a different photographer

Minimum of 1 up to a maximum of 3 landscape/seascape prints.

Print not to have being entered in to a previous Barrian Cup

Judging Single judge (typically from outside the Welsh Photographic Federation) which will have had the prints prior to the judging session at Barry CC

Number of rounds being dependent on the number of clubs participating, each with 1 print from each club in club alphabetical order

Judge comments on each print and scores each print out of 20 points

Judge also selects the best landscape for the Dave Cowdrey Trophy and the overall best print for the Mike Lewis Trophy

Last year, the judge viewed and scored a total of 90 prints (18 club entries)

Thornbury came joint 4th.



Some images for you to score

A chance for you to, in part, experience what its like for the WCPF Inter Club Championship and 

PAGB Cup judging sessions.
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