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April 2021

April 5th

No Meeting - EASTER

April 12th

AGM
Hand in for Comp 5 OPEN

April 19th
Critique of our panel of five by

Mike Martin Rob Eschle i present
his talk “Chile, Bolivia,

Peru and the Amazon”

After our talk given by Mike Martin on creating panels, it is now
your turn to have a go, either on your own or with another member April 26th

or members. ; .
Mike Martin returns to

critique our panels of five
images

Please send your entries which
includes the five images your have
used plus the actual panel
composite all sized at 1600 wide
x1200 high, to Janet by Monday
5th April, so that I can send them
to Mike in advance.
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This month’s pictures are by Graham Peers - the
house pictured below is of the restored old house
by the River Severn.

Usually controversial in its contents and makes you wonder

how people achieve such acclaim, the National Portrait Gallery are hosting
the Taylor Wessing Portrait exhibition free online this year (not because of
Covid but because they are undergoing a 2 year refurbishment) finishes 31st

March

https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/taylor-wessing-photographic-portrait-prize-2020/exhibition

DIARY ITEMS

The judge for Round 4 (Street
Photography) will be John Hudson
www.jahphotographer.net and will
now be held in June 2021
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On the next page of the newsletter is an
article written by Brian McBride about
Astro Photography which may be of
interest to some people.

If you have anything that you would
like to be included in the newsletter,
please send it to me.
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Tim Jones, from Fotospeed, who visited us a few
weeks ago, has launched the Fotospeed on-line
Academy with lots of information about printing,
which some people may find interesting. There may
be a charge to join the sessions, so check first.

https://www.fotospeed.com/fotospeedacademy
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Experiment with Deep Sky Object Astro Photography

This all started for me when comet Neowise was visible
in the night sky last summer, and like a lot of people |
tried to photograph it. My attempts were not successful
and by the time I'd figured out the techniques to use, the
comet was too far away and dim to try again.

Never waste a technique you have learned. Without
much hope, my camera is old and noisy, | pointed my
aging DSLR with a wide angle lens at the night sky to
see if it could do milky way shots. The results weren’t
great with none of those lovely colours you see for
example in Dean’s Durdle Door shot. But there was a
faint elliptical shaped fuzzy spot a bit away from the
milky way that made me think of a galaxy. It turned
out to be the Andromeda Galaxy which appears about
6.5 times wider in the night sky than the moon - just a

lot fainter.

Using a telephoto lens, after a few screw ups, | was able
to get a scratchy image of the galaxy. This image is
about 500 2 second exposures stacked together using a
program called Deep Sky Stacker. It took a bit of
practice to figure out how to point the camera in the right
direction, get the stars in focus and stack the images -
and the weather can be a bit frustrating not to mention
finger, toe and nose numbing.

After persevering for

a bit trying to get more detail in the image, in January
this year there was a clear night with no moon, ideal
conditions except for the local light pollution. | used
about 1500 frames taken with a more modern camera to
produce this image - now my Zoom background.

Look on YouTube and you'll find lots of examples a lot
better than this taken with expensive specialist gear.

My conclusions: | am a bit surprised to be able to get an image at all with an ordinary
camera and 200mm f4 lens. The technical challenge was kinda fun. Photographing deep
sky objects well needs more specialist gear and is a hobby for rich masochists.

I'll try for milky way shots next time, which will be a relief to my spouse and bank manager.
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