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Christmas present ideas for a happy snapper!

With a little help from a well-
known Al tool, here are some
gift ideas for a photography
enthusiast, tailored to
different budgets and givers:

(1) From a Very Young Family
Member (£5 max)

Mini Lens Cleaner Keychain: A
lens cleaning cloth on a
keychain. Perfect for keeping
lenses spotless. Useful,
affordable, and something
even a young family member
could choose themselves.

(2) From Secret Santa at Work
(£10 max)

Let it be known that
humorous or artistic
photography-related mugs or
coasters would hit the spot,
eg an "l Shoot People” mug
with a camera graphic.

(3) From a Sibling (up to £50)
A beautifully illustrated book
about a favourite genre. For

example: Close-up; the
complete guide to macro
photography, by Matt
Doogue (around £26).

(4) From a Partner (up to £200)
High-Quality Camera
Backpack. Example: Peak

Design Everyday Backpack V2
(20L, approx. £190).

(5) A Treat for Yourself (say
£1,000 max)

A top-tier drone like the DJI
Mini 4 Pro (approx. £950)
provides exceptional photo
and video capabilities in a
compact package. It could
open up a whole new world of
creative possibilities.

(6) Lastly a flexible cost one,
ideal for last-minute givers.
Photobook vouchers can
range in value from a few
pounds to £100+. Spread
your images over more pages

Fotospeed discount code

Following his recent presentation to the club, Mike Martin
provided the Fotospeed discount code which he had promised.
You may use the code MM909123 at https://fotospeed.com/ to
receive a 20% discount off Fotospeed inkjet papers.

and use the voucher to pay
the extral

Personally I'll be happy with a
Chocolate Orange and some
new slippers!

Quiz-Time!

Q1: What was the first widely
available consumer camera,
introduced in 1888, called?

Q2: Which photograph is
often referred to as "The
Blue Marble”?

Q3: Who is considered one
of the most influential
documentary photographers
of the 20th century and is
known for their work during
the Great Depression?

Answers on page 3
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Programme headlines into early 2025

9 Dec

16 Dec

23 Dec
30 Dec

6 Jan

13 Jan

20 Jan

27 Jan

Judging of Internal Competition R2 (Light and/or
shadow) - Bob Phelps

Print Gallery: Peter Haworth, Andy Gillingham and
Rob England share their work

Due date for monochrome images for Jan éth
meeting - see article in this newsletter.
X-X-X Also seasonal treats! X-X-X

No meeting
No meeting

Monochrome reactions: Tom Greetham

Mann Tours: Vince and Janet lead us through their
multi-state trip to the US

Stan Farrow FRPS EFIAP DPAGB - Abstract
Photography

Stan starts by considering what ‘abstract’
photography is. He will introduce the work of some
of the great abstract photographers of the past, and
will then concentrate on how to create your own
abstract images. Stan will join us by zoom.

Also due date for Internal Comp’n Round 3 (Open)

Phil Savoie - A trip to the tropics. Phil will be
presenting from West Wales via zoom.

Speakers on zoom

The new year sees a few
evenings where our speakers
will join us via zoom. Our
intention is to take
advantage of the reach
offered by technology to
have speakers from afar,
whilst NOT changing the
sociable ambience of our
Turnberries evenings.

On these occasions the
committee would like to
invite a limited number, up to
around five members, to
participate remotely, with
one having specific
responsibilities as a zoom co-
host.

This will allow:

- the speaker to get a sense
of audience engagement;

- smoother meeting flow;

- occasional remote
attendance for some
members (with minimal
impact on the in-person
meeting).

Zoom attendees will receive
the Zoom link, and will be
expected to actively
participate, eg muting/
unmuting when appropriate,
chat messaging with the co-
host if necessary, keeping
their camera on, and
showing interest in the
presentation.

There is no intention that the
club return to Zoom
broadcasting of meetings
where the speaker is present
in person.

An email will shortly go out
to everyone with full details
of next steps.
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What's On - a few highlights

Until Dec 29: Bird Photographer Of The Year, Twigworth

The best from the very latest competition. A stunning exhibition of
70 photographs selected from 23,000 entries by photographers
from around the world. https://natureinart.org.uk/

Jan 31 - Feb 9: Bristol Light Festival
A series of dazzling installations near to Templemeads. Check the

website for more details closer to the time. https.//
bristollightfestival.org/blf-2025/

Going slightly further afield:

Until Feb 23: Dartmoor - A Radical Landscape (Exeter)
Dartmoor’s evocative landscape seen through photography, film
and Land Art. https://rammuseum.org.uk/whats-on/dartmoor-a-
radical-landscape/

Feb 22/23: The Tractor World Show, Three Counties Showground
Vintage and classic tractors, vans, stationary engines, commercials,
trucks and vintage vehicles. https://tractorworldshow.co.uk/

Still running over the next two-three months is Wildlife
Photographer of the Year 60 - Bristol Museum and Art Gallery,
Bristol BS8 1RL. Also mentioned previously: RWA 171st Annual
Open Exhibition - Royal West of England Academy, Clifton, BS8
1PX which runs until 5th January.

Monochrome ‘Reactions’ - A request for contributions

Quiz answers

Q1: It was simply called
‘Kodak’. Its slogan was “You
press the button, we do the
rest,” reflecting its ease of use,
as it came pre-loaded with a
roll of film for 100 exposures.
Inventor George Eastman
wanted photography to be
open to all. The lack of a
complex name reflected the
simplicity of the camera itself.

Q2: A full view of Earth.
Although the term is used
more generally for shots of
Earth from Space, the iconic
"Blue Marble" photograph
was taken by the crew of
Apollo 17 in 1972. It remains
one of the most reproduced
photographs ever. Sometimes
mistakenly linked with Apollo
11, in fact Armstrong, Aldrin
and Collins only ever saw
partial phases of the Earth.

Q3: Dorothea Lange. Lange
was a pioneering American
photographer known for her
impactful images documenting
the hardships of the Great
Depression and the
displacement of rural families.
Lange’s most famous
photograph, Migrant Mother
(1936), became a symbol of
the suffering caused by the
economic downturn and the
plight of migrant workers.

On 6th January we start back with Tom Greetham who presented earlier this season on monochrome
photography. This evening will offer a chance to look at our own monochrome images. Naturally Tom
will comment but the hope is for a constructive evening of discussion and friendly critique-based
chat. If you have any pictures you would like to be discussed, please send up to three (max 1600 x
1200) to Simon Meeds no later than 16th December. programme.thornburycameraclub@gmail.com.

Feel free to bring mounted prints of some or all of the same images on the night.

Many thanks to Cheryl Miller for this issue’s seasonal pictures!
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